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Staff Sgt. Samusl McKes is a mamber of the Mississippi
Army National Guard's 185th Aviation Group, Company G,
Hiz wife, Tharesa, sends this message to him as he sarves
in Irag: "Hops you are doing fime. Everyonse at home says
hiello and take cars of yoursalf. The kids are growing up
fast. Thay had a good Christmas and got lots of stuff. We
had a howsaful om Christmas Eve at your Mom and
Daddy's. Legan still wants to come 88 you in lrag. He's
got a birthday coming up. He wanted to know if you

would e home for his birthday. We miss you and hops o

a8 you soon.”

Business profile ...

Twinkles

We asked Meridian
husiness owners fo Sl oud
questionnaires qbeut
fhemselves and thelr work,
Spme guestions wers serions,
some were fust for fun.

Shirley Seilic and her
dasghters, [hang Sallie Casey
aud Sfephanie MNull, owrn
Twinkles at IGO0 Foplar
Springs Drive.

Dana and her hushand,
Chad, affend Highland
Haptast Clearch. She ds o
board mrember af the Meridian
Muzesm af Art. Shirley and
her hushand, Dexnuis, bave
fivwes children. Thep alss
attend Highland Bagtist
Church aud participate in the
cireiy, Shirlay is also a
registered purse af Resh
Fonndation Hespital.

By Dana Sollle Casay
spacial o The Star

My business

& We specialize in hand-
painted canvias artwork, farni
fure decor, fine infants’ and
children's clothing, heirleoms
and umicpue speciality gifts for
children.

# Hoow it started? Wie staried
displawing our ftems at art fes
tivals and markets and we had o
small workshap on the side,
Later, with experience, it grew
it a1 business,
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What 1 think

& The hest paece of profes.
sional advice [ ever received
wis from Thoc Braswell o
Meridian Comrmonity College's
Webb Center, whoe made me
answer the question, “How i
vour business gaing to be il
ferent from all the resi?”

* What 1 look for in
employess is excitement abool
what they are doing  and
respect for our business, espes

Why does Perrin
Burchfield wear
Patriotic
scrubs?

Find it in the Health
and Medical section,

-
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SPECIALTY STORE

Stephania Mull, kft, Dana Sollie Casey and Shirlay Sallis are the women of Twinkles — a storae that

sells speciality items for children

cially eagerness o wark hard.
The -.':|'|:'|]:l|l.|!.'-.'l.' who's heen with
mie the longest s Emmie Sollie,
my sister and artist who has
worked with us for theee years.

= The best thing that hape
peened at oy business this vear
Was :|'I:'|-:a-1.'i|IH T ouir new loeation
an Peplar Springs Drive and
expanding.

& The biggest challenge my
business faces in the coming
vear s meeting owr Tnter net
demands  and  hiving  good,
dependable help.

A letter from home
* Has Sept. 11 and the (5.
War on Terror changed this

WE CAN'T IMAGINE

» A cay without enjoying our jobas,
e A week without thanking Ged Tor all that he has dane far ws,

& vesr withoul a vacation.

country? Yes, people were a
litele unswre aboul what was
going o happen oo our nation
and they worry about fuiure
attacks, [t really browght people
closer and religion becime
more appealing fo many.

® st tovched my family's
life? Yes, we are blessed and
viery forfunate o be fogether

anil =afe thanks to the courage
ol oar Troops.

* Has it affected my busi-
nessd [t slowed during that
tirme, but has begon to el
hetter,

¢ My message for the
troops:; We support you and
keep you and your families in
OUT [IFLYETs,

Bragging on Sgt.
Jackie Abercrombie

Traniel Relfusen 13 0 sephoriere af West
Landerdale High School. He subuedtted this
“Bragpiag Righte” stary about Jackie
Abereromlie — a corperal with the Moridian
Folice Department and o sergeant with the
Misndissippd Army National Guards 18518k
Aviatien Group, Company .

By Daniel Robinsan
special to The Star

If [ had to choose a mentor in the military,
I would choose Jackie Ahercrombie. Jackie is
an all-dmerican hero.

He is my mentor because he is o member
of the Meridian SWAT team. He is a soldier,
fighting in Iraq for our country, and he is
faithful Christian man.

On the SWAT team, he gets all the reapect
he deserves and he always stays calm during
high-stress procedures. Throughout his mili-
tary and law enforcerment career, he is dedi-
cated to helping his fellow Americans. He is
an outstanding gentleman.

Jackie is fighting for our country in [rag.
He is all that he can be at what he does. He
risks his life to help others every day for our
country. Jackie is the best man for the joh
that he has. Due o his law enforcement
career, he knows everything aboul guns; in
Trag, he builds and repairs guns for his fellow
American soldiers,

Jackie is a faithful Christian man. When
he is not on duty, he attends Sunday achoeol
and worship services with his family and
friends. He is a leader and participates in
yvouth activities,

e o his military career, be s not able to
attend church regularly, bui he stavs faithiul.
The hest Christian man 1 know, in the mili-
tary, is Jackie.

He is a true-life Christian soldier and an
aof ficer of the law. Jackie stands firm in what
he does, He is my mentor because he is on
the Meridian SWAT team, a soldier fighting in
Irag and a faithful Christian man. Jackie Aber-
crombie is my mentor,
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TWO JOBS, ONE GOAL
Canial Acbimson says there's a point of
similarity betwesn Sgi. Jackis Abarcrombis's
jobs a8 & police officer and a Guardsman — his
dedication to helping fellow citizens.



